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No one has been untouched by the COVID Pandemic and as we reflect on the upheaval of the past two years, 
we need to acknowledge the sacrifices that so many have made to get us to where we are today. Our focus has 
been distracted by more important issues, both personal and work. As South Africa and the world gets back on 
track, we will need to dig deep to restore our lives back to a semblance of normality. 
 
For many of society, getting back to normality means dealing with serious illness and to manage this we as a 
profession need to be at our best. That is why we have arranged a conference to cement up to date knowledge 
and build our network and co-operation. 
 
In 2019 we initiated a program of working parties to deal with the issues facing us and a number of meetings 
were held, and significant progress was made in some areas. The working parties were divided into Operational, 
Academic and Allied arms. 
 

Operational Academic Allied Health 

Private Practice Registries Nurses Training Course 

Public Service CAR-T  

NHI AFBMT  

 
Following meetings with the Council of Medical Schemes initiated by Igazi an initiative was driven by the CMS. 
This resulted in a number of meetings with stakeholders to revise the PMB legislation and benefits for a number 
of important hematological conditions. This process has languished at government level, but we are hopeful that 
the changes will be published soon by the Department of Health 
 
Prof Verburgh has made excellent progress with the registries and from this an international publication has 
come under the authorship of Dr Justin Du Toit. Further collaboration in this arena is underway. 
 
The CAR-T group worked with SATIBA and supported the changes in training and registration of medical 
technologists to include cell culture and manipulation. 
 
The Allied Health Group have initiated a Nurses Training Program which will be presented at this meeting. 
 
With the renewed energy and leadership in SACHAS some of these working parties will more naturally find a 
home in SACHAS and this process is being discussed. 
 
Financially we are in a good situation where most of the costs of our academic and working party activities have 
been recouped by strong support by the Pharma industry. Further gains are expected from the proceeds of this 
congress. Although the specific pharma companies are always acknowledged at the events and in the program, 
I want to mention that without their generous and unencumbered support, we would not be able to function 
effectively as a society. I request that in your contact with them you are generous with your time and knowledge 
and help guide them in their efforts to responsibly market their products. 
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A special thank you to Adelle Coertze who has given us a clean set of audited financials dating back to 2011 and 
which were submitted to SARS to register SASCeTS as a public benefit organization with tax benefits. It is with 
some frustration that I report that this has still not been finalized by SARS.  
 
This is our second conference organized in conjunction with SASMO. We have found great synergy in our 
interests. In addition, it has been a pleasure to work with our Medical Oncology Colleagues and you will see that 
we have a great program for you, filled with local and international speakers of renown. Liezl Slump has once 
again been dedicated and supportive and it has been a pleasure working with the very organized and 
professional conference organizing team “Scatterlings of Africa”.  A special thank you to Dr Michael Cass who 
has worked ceaselessly for the past year and given so much of his time and special brand of focused dedication. 
We would not be showcasing such a meeting without you Michael.  
 
A private party has engaged SAHPRA to initiate a CART trial in South Africa and met with a favorable response. 
This project is ongoing, and we urge the CART working party to set standards for clinical units to utilize these 
once they become available. Efforts need to be made to include the public service in accessing these cutting-
edge therapies. 
 
With the registration and growth of a second bone marrow donor registry we have seen that access to donors 
has improved from both registries including for the public service. With this, more unrelated donors are being 
used and more transplants are being done for patients. Further progress in tissue typing and immune 
suppressive therapies has improved access for patients. 
 
Thank you to my executives for the support during the years and for your leadership in the many projects. I wish 
Prof Estelle Verburgh success as I pass on the mantle to her with confidence in her passion and commitment. 
 
I am excited for our program and am looking forward to seeing you all in Sandton, to sharing stories, knowledge, 
energy and enthusiasm for the year ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Brittain 
 
 


